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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to tine preliminary amendment filed on May 16, 
2007. 

2. Claims 24-32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eshel 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,535,375). 

As to Claim 24, Es/?©/ discloses a network connection system (Figure 1), 
comprising a first communication means (LAN 19, Figure 1), connected to a network 
(Network 10, Figure 1), for communicating with an apparatus (Clients 14, Figure 1) 

connected to the network, and a second communication means (Client 16 connects to 
Host 12 via Network 10; Figure 1), connected to an image information apparatus 
(Host 12, Figure 1), for communicating with the image information apparatus, the 
network connection system characterized in that a data writing instruction outputted 
from the image information apparatus is converted into a file sharing protocol of the 
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network (Protocol Converters 34, 36,38 and 46 convert data writing requests into 
the common protocol of the network. Column 6, Lines 42-55). 

As to Claim 25, Es/7e/ further discloses wherein the data writing instruction is an 
instruction for writing data to a physical sector of a recorder locally connected to the 
image information apparatus (Host 12 writes data to the Direct Access Storage 
Devices connected to the Host 12. Column 4, Lines 26-32). 

As to Claim 26, Es/7e/ further discloses wherein the conversion into the file 
sharing protocol includes either creating a new file to be shared or opening an existing 
file to be shared (Figure 2a; Column 8, Lines 6-29). 

As to Claim 27, Eshel further discloses wherein the name of a file to be shared is 
a name corresponding to LBA (Host creates a filename which relates to the area on 
the Direct Access Storage Device related to the file. Figure 2a). 

As to Claim 28, Eshel further discloses wherein a data reading instruction 
outputted from the image information apparatus is converted into a protocol for reading 
data from a file to be shared in the network (Figure 2b; Paragraph bridging Columns 
8 and 9). 
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As to Claim 29, Eshel further discloses wherein the data reading instruction is an 
instruction for reading data from a physical sector of a recorder locally connected to the 
image information apparatus (Host 12 reads data from Direct Access Storage 
Devices 20-23. Column 4, Lines 24-41). 

As to Claim 30, £s^e/ further discloses wherein the second communication 
means is connected to the image information apparatus through the network, and 
communicates with the image information apparatus through the network 
(Communications occur via Network 10. Paragraph bridging Columns 3 and 4). 

As to Claim 31, Eshel discloses a network connection system (Figure 1), 
comprising a first and a second communication means (LAN 19 and Network 10, 
Figure 1), connected to a network (Network 10, Figure 1), each for communicating 
with an apparatus (Clients 14, Figure 1) connected to the network, the network 
connection system characterized in that the apparatus connected to the first 
communication means through the network is to correspond to a file sharing protocol of 
the network (LAN 19 corresponds to the file sharing network protocol of Client 
14a. Column 3, Lines 45-52), and a processing instruction outputted from an image 
information apparatus connected to the second communication means through the 
network is set to be an access instruction to the file sharing protocol (Protocol 
Converters 34, 36,38 and 46 convert data access instructinos into the common 
protocol of the network. Column 6, Lines 42-55). 
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As to Claim 32, Es/7e/ discloses a networl< connection metlioci used for a networl< 
connection system (Figure 1) connected to a networl< (Networit 10, Figure 1) and an 
image information apparatus (Host 12, Figure 1), tine networl< connection metliod 
comprising: 

a corresponding step of corresponding an apparatus (Clients 14, Figure 1) 
connected to tine networl< to a file sharing protocol of the network (Protocol Converters 
34, 36,38 and 46 convert data requests from the Clients into the common protocol 
of the network. Column 6, Lines 42-55); and 

an instruction step of setting, to an access instruction to the file sharing protocol, 
a processing instruction outputted from the image information apparatus through the 
network (Protocol Converters 34, 36,38 and 46 convert data writing requests into 
the common protocol of the network. Column 6, Lines 42-55). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT B. MCADAMS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3309. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30am- 
5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,731 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2456 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. B. M./ /Kevin Bates/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2456 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2456 



